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settled rancor of Whigs, and the jealous ingratitude of
Tories.

It is curious enough to compare the hesitating style of
his apology for that tinge of evanescent superstition
which seems to have clouded occasionally Dryden's bright
and solid mind, with the open avowal that he has "pride
in recording his author's decided admiration of old bal-
lads and popular tales;" and perhaps his personal feelings
were hardly less his prompter where he dismisses with
brief scorn the sins of negligence and haste, which had
been so often urged against Dryden. "Nothing," he
says, "is so easily attained as the power of presenting
the extrinsic qualities of fine painting, fine music, or fine
poetry; the beauty of color and outline, the combination
of notes, the melody of versification, may be imitated by
artists of mediocrity; and many will view, hear, or peruse
their performances, without being able positively to dis-
cover why they should not, since composed according to
all the rules, afford pleasure equal to those of Kaphael,
Handel, or Dryden. The deficiency lies in the vivify-
ing spirit, which, like alcohol, may be reduced to the
same principle in all the fine arts. The French are said
to possess the best possible rules for building ships of
war, although not equally remarkable for their power of
fighting them. When criticism becomes a pursuit sepa-
rate from poetry, those who follow it are apt to forget
that the legitimate ends of the art for which they lay
down rules, are instruction and delight, and that these
points being attained, by what road soever, entitles a poet
to claim the prize of successful merit. Neither did the
learned authors of these disquisitions sufficiently attend
to the general disposition of mankind, which cannot be
contented even with the happiest imitations of former ex-
cellence, but demands novelty as a necessary ingredient
for amusement. To insist that every epic poem shall
have the plan of the Iliad, and every tragedy be modelled
by the rules of Aristotle, resembles the principle of therise, he could not, it is
